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house of God. As has been alleged by some historians, among them
Vincent A. Smith, his choice of quotation was no reflection on the
principles of Islam; rather, it was a subtle reiteration of the all-
comprehensive nature of the tenets of the religion of his birth.
Akbar never forsook Islam; he only used a different medium to
express his faith in its fundamentals. The inessentials of any
religion were of no consequence to him. A robust rationalism
helped him to separate chaff from grain.
The entire complex of the mosque with its glorious quadrangle
(433 ft x 366 ft) and the exquisite tombs of Sheikh Salim, his-
grandson Islam Khan, and many distinguished ladies of the harem
is a masterpiece of architecture; it is in a way the reflex of the
mind of the great man who built it. The houses of Abul Fazl and
Faizi in its proximity lent the complex an aura of intellectuality;
it was here that the two celebrated brothers reinterpreted Islam
in keeping with the Emperor's dynamism and his disdain for the-
confusing complexities of traditional conservatism. It was here
again that Abul Fazl wrote the narrative that in its phraseology
is a dazzling piece of literary art. With the palaces of the Padshah,
on one side and the houses of God on the other, Faizi drew inspira-
tion from both, and brought to bear a very sensitive mind to
evolve a code of values that by and large featured the change
that was taking place all around. Their father Shaikh Mubarak*
an Arab, was an intellectual giant of radical views; both his son&
rose to be the most intimate counsellors of the Emperor: this^
equation is brought out clearly by the location of their houses at
Fatehpur-Sikri.
Akbar's Fatehpur could be divided into two parts, one the
stamping ground of the King, his family and courtiers and, the
other, the residential area for the comparatively poor and the
needy. The latter made up for their indigence with stocks of what
Badaouni calls their fear of and faith in God. The two areas,
interacted; it was not unoften that the Emperor repaired for
meditation to the lowly dwelling beside the mosque where Prince
Salim was born in 1569. He would sit there for hours holding.
<ssilent conversations with the Creator" and trying to find answers
to the problems which were agitating his mind. Sheikh Salim died
in 1572. Thereafter, Akbar converted the saint's hut virtually into-
, a,prayer rcom, and sought therein the peace of mind whick
chicled him amidst the luxury of the palaces.